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Preſented in the Year, 168, to the then 


DUKE*YORK: 


WV hilt He was in Scotland : 


Eatituled, 


Confederations on the Scots MINT ; 


And ofa Commiſion granted under the Grear-Seal, in the year, 
1682, by King Char/es the Second, for Tryal of the Mint 
and of the Reports made thereon : Together with the Copies 
of His Majeſtes ſeveral Miffive Letters, containing His Ap- 
probation, and further Determination thereanent ; Faithful- 
ly Tranſcribed from the Origiaals. 
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Printed by the Heir of Andrew Ande ſon, 
| Printerto Their moſt Excellent Maje- 
| ltics, anno DOM, 1691. 
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Conſiderations upon the Scores Mint. 


N the 1 Par, K.F4,1,holdenat Perth,anno 14:4, 47 
: - 28. It is Ordained, that our Money be of equal 
!\ weight and fineneſs, to the Money of England, K. 
| 4, 2, and the following Kings, did ſo likewiſe, 
But K, JF, 6, more particularly in the 24 year of his Reign 
over Great-Britain, Did, by a written Ingagement, bind t 
Mint-maſters of both Kingdoms to the preciſe obſervance 
thereof, 

King Charles the 2d, ſoonafter His happy Reſtauration, re- 
newed the ſame Order, and for that end , cauſed with grear 
care, prepare a great ſquare Silver Plate, of exat Scerling fine- 
neſs, to be the Rule and Pattern, whereby to Try all Coyned 
Money, er Goldſmiths Work of Silver in either of the King« 
doms thereafter, 

This Plate of Silver ſo framed, was divided in four equal parts, 
whereof one was committed to be preſerved in the Theſaury of 
England, another to the Mint-houſe at the Tower of London, 
2 third to the T heſauty of Scorland, and the fourth to the Mint. 
houſe at Edinburgh ; all the four hving the King's Seal ſtamp- 

1ed upon the corners, and cutted aſunder by way of Indenture, 
for the greater Security, 

TheStandard for the Money and Silyer-plate, then deter- 
mined for both Kingdoms, called Sterling finene(s, is expreſſed 
in England to be eleven ounces and two penny fine, which 1s une 

'derſtood thus,the pound is divided in x 2 ounces, and every ounce 
in 20 penny weight,ot theſe 13 ounces, 11 integral partsand a 
fraction, to wit + part of the 12th ounce muſt be pure Silyer 
and the remnant part of the fraction being 3 parts, is allowed 


to be Copper, for making up of the total, 
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The allowance of remedy tor the fineneſs is 2 grains over, or 
onder in the pound ; But in Sc0t/and , this Standard ſterling 
fineneſs, is called, eleven denier or penny fine out of the fire, 
which is neither ſo g00d, nor ſo fignificantly expreſſed, as the 
manner of England, not only becauſe of che difference betwixr 
the common Weights of the two Kingdoms ; but apparently ra- 
ther tokeepup the matter ina Myſtery, that it ſhould not be 
eafily underſtood, 
The Remedy of fineneſs alſo allowed in Scotland, is two grains 
over, ot under upon the pound, 


Amendments fit to have been added as to 


fineneſs. 


'T. That the Denomination of the fineneſs had been expreſ- 
ſed in preciſe intelligible Terms, common to both Kingdoms, 

2. That the ſame ſpecies of. Coynes had been alſo appointed 
to be Printed in both, with one and the ſame Inſcription, die 
fering only in placing of the Arms, for diſtinions ſake, to haye 
yrevented many inconventencies. 

3» That the Silver piecesreſerved in the Pixis to be the Try- 
als of the fineneſs of every ſeveral Journal, ſhonld have pur to 
the Eſſay , at leaſt every year betore perſons of Truſt and Un- 
derſtanding in that affair, 

4. Tharall Melting or Coyning of current Money, without 
Licence thereforegranted, had been diſcharged under ſevere cer- 
tificarions, 

5, That an Eſſay-Maſter had been placed at Edinbargh, over 
all the Goldſmiths in the Kingdom, tor Trying and Marking 
their Work, and for whoſe fidelity ſufficient Security ſhould 
have been entered, as it is in Goldſmiths-Hall, £e»dow'; For 
want whereof, there is not one piece of Plare.of Sterling fine. 
neſs wrought in this Kingdom, to the great diſhonour of this 
Nation, 
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(onfederations upon the Weight. 


As His Majeſty eſtabliſhed a Rule for the Fineneſs, ſodid He 
cauſe adjuſt the Weights for all His own current Silver-Money, 
according to the extrinſick value put upon the ſame, obſerving 
the finenels betore-mentioned z for this end He commanded 
four Pales of Weights to be made of alike fize, equal one to a. 
nother, and equally divided, as He had done the tour indenrec 
Plates, for the common Rule of fineneſs, 

The Remedy ia Weight allowed for the greater peices of 
Coyn , being 3 grains, and for the leſſer 2 grains, over and 
under, 

And ordained an ounce of Silver, Sterling fine, to be raiſed 
2 pence Engliſh more than the extrinſick value thereot, had 
formerly been,and (o to paſs at the rate of « /s 2 a Enzliſh,and 
all other Weights to paſs at Rates proportionally thereto, 

And the ounce of pure Silver , without allay ( called Silver 
Refined from the teſt, to be worth 51s 9 4 Engliſh and theo- 
cher greaterand leſſer Weights to be valued accordingly, 


Amendments fit to have been added as to 
Weights. 

I, That the commoa Scots Troys pound and ounce, which 
are lighter than the Exgliſh,by the difference of 4 penny Weight 
and 9 grains, or 105 grains in the pound, and by 8 grains and 
18 units Engliſhin the ounce, might both be brought to an e- 
quality, 

2, That the Troys Weights of both Kingdoms, leſs than 
the ounce, ſhould nor oaly be equal, but alto havea like num- 
bers of Fractions,in which they are divided, to make our reckon» 
ings the better to agree, 

3 That the Denominations of all the Weights under the 
ounce, ſhould be the ſame, for in England they reckon, Penny 
Weights, grains, units, droits, periots and blanks,. unequally 
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- 6) 
divided in 20 and 24 tos 3 and inSeothand by 
deniers, grains, primes, ſeconds, thirds and fourths, equally di- 
vided each of them in 24 parts, 

4. That the only exa& check upon the Weight of current 
Money ſhould be, that the Mjnt-maſter always deliver the 
King's Coyn tothe Merchant for his Bullion by weight, and no 
otherwaysz and ſo the Officers of the Mint can never ſo much 
as work upon the Remedy , Nor is the Warden and Counter- 
warden, Weighing'and Troning of every piece, a ſufficient 


check, to keep the Money at the due Weight, as experience 
teaches, 


Obſervations and Queries, 


1. Why has there never tryal of our Money been made asto 
the fineneſs, by the Pattern of that indented Plate, ſent to us 
from His Majeſty for that purpoſe , nor any uſe made of theſe 
Pales of Weights, fitted and brought hither to examine the juſt- 
neſs of the Weights of every ſeveral ſpecies? which ought to have 
been done yearly at leaſt. 

2, Wherefore is the Inſcription upon our Money , of Mag. 
Brit. Frencie, &c. always uſed upon King 7 ames the 6th, and 
King Charles the x. their Coyns now of late changed to Scolie, 
Anglie, Francie, &c ? 

3. Why is there not an accompt called for yearly of the 
Bullion Imported, according to the form preſcribed in our Law, 
or of the Money received forit, and of what quantity of Coyn 
1s tamped therefore. 

4. How comes the two late Ads of Parliament concerning 
Bullion , to differ ſo much ? The firſt being, 1 Par. Ch. 2, 
AZ 57, Earl Middleton Commiſſioner, wherein the penury of 
the Coyn of Scotland, is juſtly charged upon the ſmall propors 
tion of Bullion Imported £ For remeid whereof, and to pre- 
vent the abuſe of taking current Money, or ſo much per ounce, 
or any other thing in place of Bullion ; It is ordained, accor- 
ding to the antient cuſtom of this Kingdom, that the R_ 

n 


find good Caution, or give Pledges to deliver their due quan: 
tities of Bullion, anſwergble to the Commodities , which pays 
the ſame in to the Officers of the Mint ; which Officers are alſo 
diſcharged to receive any fatisfaQtion what!omever from tw 
Merchant, ( except only forraign Bullion ) or to tranſit, or 
compone any manner of way tor it, upon very penal Cerniit- 
cations, The other being, 2 Par. Ch, 2, 27 3 Duke [ as 
derdale Commiſhongr, whereby the former good Law, and all 
the preceeding Laws for Importing of Zullion, are in a manner 
Repealed ; for by that A@, it is left to the option of the Mer- 
chant to pay Bullion, or twelve pence Engliſh tor the ounce 
thereof inplace of it ſelf; and che Officers of the Mit are left 
to Import the Sto.k of Bullion themſclves , at their ow! dil- 
cretion. 

5. Since that time the matter has been ſo mannaged, that 
the Merchants are well pleaſed to be free of the vexatious at- 
tendance upon the Eſſays and payments of their Bullion at the 
Mint-houſe 3 and choice rather to pay the 12 pences for every 
ounce, to redeem themſelves from the trouble, and loſs of their 
time, albeit it be otherways to their prejudice. 

6, The true and juſt advantage for ſupport to the charge of 
Coynage, which the Officers of the Mint ought to exaQt , be. 
twixt the Imported Bullion of pure Silver ( or being baſler to 
be conſidered by weight and reckoning ) and the King's cur- 


rent Money of Sterling fineneſs, is only 7 pence Engliſh upon. 


the ounce, which is the intrinſick value of the difference be- 
twixt the two + But by the late AR of Parliament, if Bullion 
were Imported, there is but 5 (hillings and about a penny B=- 
gliſh to *% payed for each ounce thereof, whereby the gain 1s 


increaſed to$ pence and ſome more z and now when only Mo- 
ney is received in place of Bullion, the profit ariſes to full 22 

pence per ounce, beſides other advantages. 
7- In the Parliament 1694- a Complaint was exhibite upon 
the abuſes of the Mint, both as to the weight, fincneſs and other- 
ways 


6". 6 4.464 T. «Re 
OE +— wt. —_ 


; 
8 

ways5 but the D. ates then His Majeſties Commitite 
otter, recjetcd it, and to palliat the matter, plaulibly ordered a 
a Committee of Council to make Tryal of that affair,. who, as 
they were named , . were either too great Friends to the Parties 
concerned, . or not at all verſcd in ſuch matters, for they knew 
not how to proceed , but did as the Others of the Mint in- 
ſtruicd them 3 fo a ſuperficial Tryal was uſed, with more jeſt- 
ing than knowledge, and a Report made, approving all to the 
Counci! 3 then a picce of Silver was {cnt with great ſpeeioul- 
nels to His Majeſty, to be put to the Eſſay at Zondon 5; which: 
piece, albeit it had the advantages of paſſing the Fire before it. 
came there, yet all the Tower was not found to be of Sterling 
finenels: Nevertheleſs a Letter was procured fiom the King, + 
to Exoner, Indemnifie and thank the General and Ofthcers of the 
Mint, for their Fidelity and good Service in that Truſt, which: 
being publickly read in Council, was oppuſed by divegsof the 
Members, who objeted the abuſes committed by the Ofhgers of 
the Mint, and offered demonſiratively to prove them imme- 
diatly ; But the effcR of all was, the General, the Mint-maſter, 
and the reſt were approven, and the movers of theſe Objecti- 
ons ſoon turned out of the Counci], to terrifie others from uling 
the like freedom and faithfulneſs thereafter. 

8, Many true Eſſays of all the ſeveral ſpecics of His Majeſties 
Money, Covned at the Mint-houſe in Edinburgh, has been made 
by particular perſons, both at the Tower, and at Goldſmiths- 
Hall in Loedor ;, but there was never one piece ofthem (ſtamp- 
ed before the year 2674 ) that proved to be of Sterling fine- 
neſs , but all were baſe,leſs or more , and ſome to the degree 
of 11 penny worſe ; and as for the weight, the halk-merk-pieces 
were found in the Ballance to differ 6 grains one from another, 
which 2 grains at moſt is the remedy allowed them z thetruth 
of this can be inſtructed by Teſtimonies in writ, under the. 
_— and Subſcription. of Peter Trove! , then Eflay-maſter of 
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9, It's no wonder then that our Money be both (carce, bafe 
and light , In reſpet 1, The Merchants brings no Bullion 
home, whereby the Original Fountain from whence our Mo- 
ney ſhould flow, is not only drained, but even our own, and 
the beſt of Forraign Coyns curreot with us, dayly exported ; 
and the baſeſt of Money trom abroad , retnrned hither again in 
lieu thereof, which of late is become a profitable Trade to the 
undertakers, 2, [{ Bullion were Imported, yet whea the try- 
al of the finenels is neglected, it will quickly corrupt and dif 
grace the Native Coyn of the Kingdom, And z, Seiog there 
1s neither check nor control upon the Weight, as it ought to 
be, by payment of the Bullion to che Importer, in the current 
Money of chis Realm, pur in the Ballance weight for weights, 
and no otherways, without which , the lightae(s paſles unciſ- 
covered, | 

10, Theſe things conſidered, Why the Council ſhould have 
raiſed the extrinſick value of all our own Coyn, to the rate of 
five per cews, more than it was current for before, is much ad- 
mired ? except it be pretended, that our Merk-pieces and 0- 
thers arecarryed over to Ho{ana,melted down there,and return- 
ed to us again in Cullen and Leg-dallars,which are a baſer ſpecies 
of Money than our own, whereby they make g00d profit,but we 
muſt pay tor it at laſt, | | 

11, The Emoluments arifing to theſe imployed in the Minr, 
( being ſo Lucrative as it is made of late ) may be well under- 
ſtood by the ſudden increaſe of the Riches of the Officerseatruſt- 
ed thecein, ; 

12. How unkit it is for any Member in the Theſaury, eſpe- 
cially for the Thelaurer Deput to be General of che Mint, ap- 
pears in this, That ic is a ſpecial part of his Office, to call yearly 
before the Exchequer, for an exa& accompr of all Bullion im- 
ported, and payed in tothe Officersof the Mint : Asalſo, how 
and in what ſpecies the ſame is ſtamped by chem for a conſtant 
{upplyof the Stock of Coynage 1 the Nation ; whereas _—_ - 
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(10) 
the matter :s ſtated, he is only to compt tor himſelf, 

13+ The Officers of the Mint ought to be men honeſt and 
jaithful,free from the guilt of ſuſpition of che Crimes of Bribery 
or Petjury, in reſpe& the greateſt ſecurity demanded o: them 
for their Truſt, is their Oath De fidels, 

14- Butit chey pretend Warrands of Parlizment and Coun- 
cil, to juſtifie themſelves from the Charge of abufing their 
Truſt, it isnot relevant, becauſe they always penned their own 
Warrands, which were implicitly granted, and for which they 
ou2hr to be anſwerable, 

Here is but a Compend of what might be repreſented, as to 
the Silver-Mint: But the abuſes committed by the Copper- 
Money, and the exotbitant adyantages made by the Coyne: 
thereof , will appear far greater, and more grievous to the 
Kingdom, when particular diſcovery is made of the (ame, 
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COMMISSIO 


Pro viſitando Monetarto. 


TAROLUS Dei gratia, Magne Britaunie, Francie & Hi- 
bernie iWNex, Fides que defeuſor Omnibus probis hominibus 
'oltus terre ſue Clericis & Laii's ſalutem, Sciats quod nts ani- 
*0 revelventts quantepere pondies Puritas > tenuitas Teſts (wul- 
£6 the Standart) monetenoftrea f[anqguam que omne COMMEretnn 
40meſiicum & extraneum fevet Rei noſtr« & ſwbditorum noſtro- 
"um interſit; uodque minimus in eadem error maximi fit mo- 
menti, noſtroque regimini manifefte deregaret z Cumque noſtr 
77 ecipue referat ut mouetarii noſtri Of fictarios & Miniſtros oh» 
{ervemws , phe numerum exctdant neceſſariu 43 wIQue ſingult 
muntia ua reſpecfiva ſumma fide & diliz-mtia exerceant or 
| | fungantur, 
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II 
fungantur, cue a ſubaitis nor is plus quam leg? permiſſum ef 
exigenzo, neve quod nobss juſte debetur abſtrahends 4, Cumque 
horum examen & inquiſitio per Regi05 noſtros progenitores imme- 
diato mag ſcrutamine preſtit: fit, quam abſentia noftra ab an- 
tiquo Regno neftro Scotia nos ſectari permittit 1 Ad quod ſupplen: 
dum idem per (pecialem quandim commiſſionem ad amuſfim ins 


veftieari & examinaniſtatuentes, Igitur nominavimas & 601-' 


ſtituimmus, tenoreque praſenti»>mi02nnem Marchionem de Athol, 
Willie!ſmum Ducem de Hamilton, Jacobum Aarchionem de 
Montroſe, Wilitelmum Marehionem de Queensberry, Domt- 
num FTuſtitiariam Generalem, Jacobum Comitem de Perth, P2- 
tricium Commem de Strathmore Ioinnem Com em de Tweed- 
dale, Domiaum Georgium Go:don de Haddo noftre Sefiions 
Prefidem, Dominum Georg um M kenziede Tarbet ns is ab Ar- 
chivs & Reciſtris, Pom:inum Georgium M:kenzie ae Roſe- 
haugh noſtrum . A duicatum,, Dominum Patricium Ogilvie «ec 
Boyne, & Pominun: Toinnem Murray de Drumcairn Senatores 
Coll:gie Fuſlitie, Ioannem Drummond Je Lundin, Prefe@um 
Genera/'er, Willielmum Drummond de Cromlix, Robertum 
Gordcn jun.orem de Gorconſtoun, Dominum Jacobum Dick 
yuper Ed:nburgt Prepeſitum, & Robertum Baird de Sauchtoun- 
hall, wel majorem eorundem paritm {þcciales noftros Commiſ- 
ſronarios [eu delr74105, Nominamns O& conſtitu:mus, nec non per 
p eſentcs ip(is dumus & concedimns ofſtram Plenariam poreſtatem 
1:55 & commiſſions die Meyſis 
proximo fatwi Edinburgi conveniendi; & deindt ſeſe ad quaruns 
q-e loca & tempora prout iÞſis viſum furrit prorogandi, & (que- 
ties opus fuerit) omnes Of ficiarios & Minitros aoſtri Monetariis 
cnſlumarum noſtrarum omnes noſtros Colletores eorumque Clericos 
& Literarum a(ſertitiarum Scribas (vulgothe Clerks of the Coc- 
quet ) alioſque quoſennque qui aliquid de nſtr? * onctario, of fict- 
24 cuſoria © balluca noitra (wvnlgo Bullion ) & quibu(cunque eo 
(pectaniibus reſerare poterint, coram ſeſe convocandi & citandi, 
eoque tempore & lrcoexattum Monets noſre puricaths, & debite 
B 3 reeularum, 
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(13) 
regularum, per quas mofira firmatar ieſta, 0b[e1 vantia examen & 
ſcrutinium faciendi, idqae ei/dem moedis & methods quibus di- 
T is Commiſctonartts viſum futrit, aretiam quaſi perſonas unum 
ſove plures in difta re feritos pro eju (dem executtont con{lituenadi : 
Et fomiliter niſtr 4 Balluce receptions modum, tjuſdem quantita- 
tem, quomodo eadem 4 mercatoribus exigatur & Theſaurario no- 
ftro perſolvatur , & quanam emolumenta corona notre exinde 
&jantur, queque fint debita [alaria & perquiſita ad Officiarios & 
ſervos pertinentia , queque etiam in rebus sIlis, temporibus retroe 
attis ex quo avus noſter Regius Jacobus Sextus ,btate memorie,Coe 
miiatum (cu aulam [uam Regiam ad *ngllam removerit, ad da- 
ram uſque preſentium habita ſit obſervantia examinandi 3 Om» 
neſque abuſwus tidem, durante [patio predict, irreptos per ſcrutan- 
di, quantitates ttiam omnis Moneta generis tam Argentea quam 
Erea(a [elicit neftra a4 recale noſtr um Imperium reſtanratione) 
o (4 probandi, fidelitatem pariter curam & ailigentiam reſpe(ti- 
vorurm Monetarii noſtri Of ficiarierum & jervorum privilega ills 
omwibus & ſingulis ſpettantia quoque mode ſe mutuo reſprciant 
inveilizandi; ingque hunc finem YVolumus & Mandamus Monttarit 
noftrs ſeruis, & Officiarics, ut dictis noſtrss exatie obtemwperent 
Commiſiionariis , ipſiſque cum requiſiti fuerint Regiftra ſua, 
Commentaria Diaria Lie- Journal Books, Prectptorum & Comme 
Putorum Libellos, omniaque warranta & contrattus ditto of fici 
referentia, & corum euſtodia commiſſa exhibeant & producant ; 
Utque pixides probations aperiant & tentamina & experimenta 
faciant, alioſys per Commiſſionarios noftros conſtituendos quo» 
cunq; tempore &' loco quibus dictis Commiſcionariss viſum ſuerit 
tentamina & experimenta facere & ſubire permittant, prout nobss 
reſpondtbunt ; Mandamms pariter noſtrl Regiſtri Clerico, ut Regie 
tra & Archiva »oſtr: exatte perſcrutetur, eademq; Commiſciona- 
ris woſtrss praditiis ad effettum praſcripiim cum per coſdem re» 
quifitws fot exponat & exhibeat ; Per prelentes etiam Volumimns & 
mandamus ditis neſtris Commiſſionarits ut in ditto negotio ſum- 
wa diligentia procedant, nobiſqz rei integra plen&riumreferant re- 
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ſponſum ut noſtrum eaters beneplacitum aeclaremuws, Per pre- 
ſentes pariter prafatis noſtris Commiſtonariss Commiltimus, 


noſtrum in rebus ills inter(ſſe, de tempore in tempus, durante hac 
neſtra Commiſctone,diligenter attendant, eandemg; Commiſsi0nem 
( quead per nos revotetur) permanere & perdurare volumus, In 
cuſs rei 1eftimoninm Pre ſentibus Magnum noſirum Sigillum ap - 
prndi Mandavimus, apud iulam noſtram de Windſor Caſtle, Yige- 
ime nono die Menſis Aprilis, Anno Domini, Milleſimo ſexcente- 
ſimo ol uage ſims [ecundo, Regnique noſtri trigeſimoquarto, 1682, 


To the Kings moſt Sacred MajzsTs, 


The Report of the Commiſſioners appointed for tryal of the 
Mint of Scotland, 


T Edinbaroh, the Fourth day of Auguſt, One thouſand 

fix huncted and eighty two years: Whereas His Majeſty 
conſidering the great intereſt His Majeſty and the Subjects have 
inthe weight, purity and finene(s of the Standart of Money, as 
that which influences all Commerce, Domeſtick and Fortaigny 
and that the leaſt error therein is of great importance, and would 
refle@ upon his Majeſties Gove:nment : And alſo his Majeſty 
havinga ſpecial concern to advert to the Officers and Servants of 
the Mint, that they exerce their reſpeRive truſts with diligence 
and honeſty, neither exacting from the SubjeQs more than Law 
allows, nor detracting trom his Majeſty what is juſtly his Ma- 
jeſties due : And that his Majeſties Royal Predeceſſors, who be- 
ing preſent in this Kingdom, didrake tryal in theſe things by a 
more immediat ſearch, than the diſtance his Majeſty is now at 
will aliowy For ſupplying whereot, his Majeſty intending that 
the (aid matter ſhould be exaRiy enquired into, and tryed by a 
ſpecial Commiffion ; Therefore h:s Majeſty having granted a 
Commiſſon uncer the Great Seal, to certain Commiſſioners, 
with full power to them, to call and cite betore them all the 
Officers and Servants of his Majeities Mint-houſe, and any other 
perſon 


pz: ion whatſomever, who can give informition,of and concerning 
his Majeſties Mine, Coynage, or Bu'lion, or what relates there. 
ro; and to make exact ſearch and tryal of the fineneſs of his 
Majeſties Money and of the due obſervanceof the Rules where- 
by his Majeſties Standatt is ſecured, and that by ſuch methad-, 
and in ſuch manner, as ſhall ſeem moſt expedient ro the Com- 
miffioners, and to imploy ſuch perſons in the ſame, as they ſhall 
judge knowing in that matter: And likewiſe to examine the 
manner of receiving his Majeſties Builion, the quantities there. 
of, how the ſamen is exited ttom the Verchantrs, and payed 
to the Officers of the Mint, and what Emoluments do thereby 
ariſetothe Crown, and what are the cue Sallaries and Perqui- 
ſites belonging to the Officers and Servants, and to examine 
what obſervance hath been kept in theſe matcers in time paſt, 
ſince the time of his Majeſties Royal Grand-tather King Fames 
the Sixth ( of ever bleſſed memo'y) his removing of his Court 
from this Kingdom into England, to this preſen: rime, and ro 
take tryal of any abuſes that hath crept in dur.ng thatt me; As 
'ikewiſe toex3imine the quantities ot all kinds of Moneys,Silyer 
or Black Money, Coyned fince his Majeſties happy Reſtaur:ti- 
on to his Royal Government, and eo make inquiry into the fi- 
delity, care and diligence of the reſpe&:ve Offi. ers and Servants 
in the Mint-houſe, the p:iviledges belonging to all and evcry 
one of them, aad how they rel2re one to another; and for that 
effect, that the Officers and Servants in the Mint g:ve ex2& 
obedienceto the Commithoners, and to exhibite and expoſe to 
them ( as they ſhall be requued ) their Regiſters, Jonrnal 
Books, Books of Receipt, and Accompts, a!l Contracts and 
W irrands which are in their cuſtody, relating to the ſaid Office, 
and to produce their Pix, and to make Trial and Eſſays, or ro 
permit oth=:s implcyed by the Commiſſioners, to make Efſiys 
and Trials, when and how ofre tle Commiſſioners ſhall appoint, 
And the Commiſſioners are required to proceed in that matter 
with exact diligence, and to make a fu!l report of the whole 
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matte: to his Majeſty, that he may ceclare his Royal Þlealu < 
thereupon, And in humble obedience to his Vajeſties Royal 
Commands, the Commiſſioners hzving met, and called betore 
themall the Officers ot the Mint here preſent { the Lord al. 
town and the Lord Juſtice- Clerk his Son, wioare conjunt Ge- 
nerals of the Mint, being then in £ng/an4) and having exami- 
ned the other Officers that were p:elent, upon ſeveral things 
relating to the Aint, and having requued them to Irocuce all 
the Regiſters. Commiſhons, Comprs , and other Papers of 
the Aint, th:t might any ways clear their Ci];gence and faith- 
fulnels in their reſpeftive offices, is to the Eullion, fineneſs, 
and weight of the Coyn, and what quantity of Copper-money 
had been Coyned z accorCingly they produced ſome Accomprs 
and Papers, but declared that the Lord Haltoun one of the Ge- 
ne:als, had tzken up from them moſt of all the Records, Regi- 
ers and Accompts ot the Silver and Copper Coyn , and by the 
conteſſion and acknowledgment of the other Otficers, and the 
Papers produced, there d1d appear ſeveral abufes ro have been 
committed by the office's ot the tint, whereupon the Com- 
miſſione's waited for the Gener1's return trom England, expet- 
ing a full and ingenuous account trom him, ot all thingsrelating 
to the Mint + And ſo {oonas he returned, he being called before 
the Comm ſoners, and defired to inform upon oath, as the 
other o:ficers had done, concerning the matters of the Mint; 
in place of giving any formal an{ie:, he gave in a Repreſenta- 
tion, alledging, that the Commiſſioners could not make inquiry 
;n any matter relating to the Mint, becauſe he had exoneration$\ 
t:om the King, as to the Copper Coyn, and a Diſcharge as 
to the fineneſs of the Silver Coyng and it any errors were com- 
mitted by him in his Otfice, he was ſecured by his Majeſties AR 
of Indemnity in Fuly 1679, And that any Crime committed 
in relation to the Mint, did fall under that Clauſe of the AR of 
Indemnity, by which all ſuch are Indemnified, as had maleyerſ- 
ed in any publick ſtation or truſt, or werelyable toany purſuir, 
for 


(16) 
tor any caaſe ot occaſion relating to any publick admigiſtration, 
and refuſed to declare upon oath concerning the particulars re- 
lating to his Office: Upon which he was defired co Depone, but 
pretended that hedidnot know how far it might reach, or whae 
ie might imporc ; and that no man was obliged to Depone, as 
co his aRtings in any publick ſtation, or in relation to his office, 
And the Commiſſioners haviag conſidered the Repreſentation, 
and grounds thereof, it did appear by the peruſal ot the Exo- 
nerations, as to the Copper Coyn, that they did only relate ro 
Six thouſand Stone, which was allowed by the Adts of Parlia- 
ment and Council, to be Coyned within the time contained in 
the Warrands and Prorogations mentioned in the Exonerations, 
and therefore was not an Exoneration, as to what more Copper 
was Coyned, than the quantity contained inthe Warrands, to 
which they particularly relate: Aad as to the Diſcharge, in 
relation to the fineneſs of the Silyer Coyned from Fely 1664, 
to December 1673. years, The Commiſſioners declared, they 
would make no inquiry of the fineneſs of the Money Coyned 
the time mentioned in the Diſcharge, turther than to inform his 
Majeſty, by what appears to che Commiſſoners, that the tryal 
thea made in Scor/and, to have been very inſafficieat, as to the 
fineneſs, As likewiſe, there was no mention at all made in 
that eryal, of the ſufficiency of the weight, which was als ma- 
rerial as the fineneſs, And as to the AR ot Indemnity , the 
Commiſfioners were of the opinion, that this being a cryal and 
inquiry tor his Majeſties Information, the AR ot Indemnity 
could not hinder them to proceed in the inquiry , that they 
might inform his Majeſty of the ſtate and condition of the Mint, 
and of the abuſes committed by the Officers thereof, the AR 
of Indemaity being only granted to theſe that had acted in, or 
againſt the publick Government of the Kingdom, and not for 
deeds of malverſation in any particular or peculiar ſtation, which 
had no connexion with, or relation to the troubles and diſorders 
in the Countrey, in matters of Government; For as the AR 
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of Indemnity cannot be extended co Crimes committed by She- 
riffs, Baillies, Commiſſats, their Deputs and Clerks; nor to 
abuſes, malverſations, and breach of truſt committed by Cu- 
ſtomers, ColleRors, his Majeſties Caſh- keepers, or any others 
incrometters with. his Majeſties Revennes, it ehey ſhall imbazle 
the Kings Rents, and not make a full accompt, nor to any 0- 
ther pe:lon inpublick Office, not reiating to the publick Go- 
vernment ot the Kingdom ; ſo neither can 1t be extended to 
crimes and abuſes committed by the officers of the Mint: Fot 
a:beit theſe may be accounted publick Otfices in ſome reſpe R, 
yet they are but privar ſtations in reſpect of the ofhces that 
concerns the publick Government of the Kingdom, As alles, 
tlie AR of Indzmn'ty bears an exception of all privat 
Crimes, and (uch-like as never uſed to be comprehended un- 
der general Ads of Incemnity, And it appeats by the late A&t 
of InJemaity paſt in the Parliament ia the year 1662. That 
all Crimes not relating to the late troubles, are excepted ; and 
particularly the Accomprs ot all ſuch perſons as have intromer- 
red with any of his Majeſtics Revenues, and all cther publick 
Money, for which they had no other Watrand or 4ſhgament, 
{or their own private uſe, and tor which they had not duely 
compted, and received Diſcharges thereof, from ſuch as pre- 
rended to have authority tor the t:me, to do the ſamen, and all 
other tormer Acts of Indemnity made by his Majeſties Royal 
Predeceſlors, are'only inrelation to the publick croubles' that 
hath been in the Countrey, but not at all to any Crimes or 
malverſa ions that hath been commitrted by the K:ngs otficers, 
in their privare ſtations, not relaring to the publick adminiſtra; 
tion in the Government, or tothe troubles and diſorders of the 
Countrey, and therefore the ſaid AR ought not to be extended 
to the abuſes and malyerſations committed by the otficers of the 
Mint, far leſs to debar and preciude his Majeſty trom t1yal and 
Inquiry ; that his Majeſty being informed thereof, may pve or- 
der tor better regulating of the int, andiemeecging theſe 2» 
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buſes in time coming, And as to that pretencealledged by the 
Lord Hatter, That ne could not be .oblieged to iUepone upon 
any thing rcleting tothe Aint, becauſe he does not know how 
fr it Cocsreach,or what it mightimportithcCCommſtoners were 
of te Opinion, that this beinga matter of Tryal and Inqui. 
ry, ic ougit togive Information upon Oath, concerning things 
relating to the Mint and Coynage, that was committed to his 
Trult, os the other Officers of the Mint had already done, 
an whatever might be the import thereofg he was only deli» 
red to give his Oath upon thele parilculars relating to himſelf, 
ifhe was truly innocent, and bad nat malverſcd 1n his Truſt, 
which 15no more but a purgatory Oath, that he might purge 
himſclt of theſe Abuſes ang Xolveriatioas, witch by publick 
Fame, and other Evideices, were preſumed againſt him, and 
which was moſt conſonatit 2nd agrecable to the common Lay, 
and the praRiſe of other Nations, an 

the Laws and Practique of this Kingdom b Cap. 14. Statute 
& both in Church and State,in the like c2fes, Wilbel, cap. 4. State 
clpecially where the {amen is done for R:2 David 2, cap, I, 
2fajeltics Information : As to the particu- zum, &«. Statute 
lars, upon Whici: he was defired to David 2. 

give Information upon Oath , Relating 

tothe other Otfcers of the Afint,he was only defir-d to Depone, 
upon the beſt of his knowledge, which was no mare bur an 
Oath of Credulity, which no man in reaſon ought to retuſe s 
and which is appointed by an expreſs Act ot 

Parliament, wv. Thar all Perſons hould De» v, 424, Seſſ. 2d. 
clare and Depone upon Oath, their know- Par, 24. Ch. 24, 
ledge of any Crimes againſt the Publick 

Laws, under very ſevere puniſhment, eſpecially feing all the 
reſt of the Officers of the Minc, did freely Depone upon all. 
theie particulars , ( except the Lord Juſtice-Clerk, conjuact 
General, who was here preſent ) only the Lor! Hatwon makes 
alc vt the At of Iademaity, and refuſes ro Depvuue, Aad ag 
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to that pretence, That he was not obliged to Depone in any 
thing relating to his Office, it was trivolous, for as every man 
in Publick Truſt, is obliged to give his Oath, That he ſhall 
Faithfully diſcharge his Truſt, at the entry to his Office , 5g 
likewiſe ought he to give his Oath upon any thing relating to 
his Office at any time thereafter, when ever he is required by 
his Majeſty, or any having Commiſhon tor that effect : And if 
it were otherwayes, that a perion in Publick Office ſhould nor 
be obliged to Depone concerning his aftings in that Office - 
then any man in Publick Office, might commit the greateſt 
Abuſes, Malverſations, Injuſtice, Oppreſons, and all other 
hainous Crimes without control , providing he could do it pri- 
yatly, that it could nor be otherways proven, but by his own 
Oath : and that would invite men an Publick Truſt, to commic 
all As of Malverſation and Injuſtice imaginable, if they were 
not obliged tro Depone upoa their Actings in that Office, and 
purge themſelves of any Crimes that may be laid to their charge, 
For theſe Realons, and in obedience to His Majeſties Royal 
Commands, by His commiſſion ; The Comm:ſhoners having 
proceeded to the Tryal and Inquiry, and confidered the Depo- 
ficions of the Maſter and other Oface:s and Servants of the 
Mint, and the Books, Papers, and other Evidences adduced, 
It did appear; Firf8, Thar albeit His Majeſty and His Royal 
Predeceſſors,, Have always had a ſpecial care to provi.'e Bullt. 
on, for increafing and maintaining of the Stock oft Coynage in 
the Kingdom ; and that it is expreſly pro- 
vided by Act o: Parliament 6 That the C 478, Seſs, 1, 
Goods and Merchandiſe imported by the Par. x, Ch, 2, 
Merchants, ſhould pay ſo many ounce of 

Bullion, or otherways pay twelve ſhilling Scots tor every ounce 
in place thereof; the Generals and \iaſter of the Mint, being 
ordained to Import the Stock of Bullion themlelves, and Coyn 
the {ame tor H:s Majeſtics uſe : And albeit there has been con- 
tderableSums of Maney , ar” by the Metchants to the Offi= 
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( 20 ) 
cersof the Mint, inplace of Bullion, there has been but a ſmall 
quantity of Bullion Imported by them 3 and in place thereof, 
oreat quantities of the Money current inthe King.om, has been 
melted down, to the oreat prejudice of the Leidges, and con: 
t:air to many expreſs Acts of Parl:ament, 
d By which it '5 Declared, T hat 1n relpet d47<9.Pa.1; Ja 2, 
Silver and Gold put in the Fire to be AT 65 Pa $j4.3, 
made Bullion to other new Money, 15 di- AG 17Par,17 F4,6, 
miniſhed , waſted and deſtroyed in the 
Tranſlation by the Fire, and incurs great Skiith, in hurt of the 
King and all his Liedges ; Therefore it is Statute , Th.t neither 
Silver nor Gold that bears Print and form of Coyn, be any ways 
melted, or put inthe Fire by the King's Coyners, without ſpetia! 
licence of the King; but all Gold and Silver that is Coyned, and 
ha' Print, to be obſerved, and holden whole among the King's 
Liedees, as he ordained it to have cour(e, and the contraveemers 
of the Law to be paniſhed with the Confiſcation of the half of hi; 
Goods for the firſt, end of his whole Goods for the ſecond fant : 
And likewiſe the Generals and Maſter of the Mint, have dividec 
amongſt themſelves , the benefic of the twelve ſhilling Scots, 
payed in tothe Mint by the Merchants, and fo have tailed in 
their Truſt, to advance their own privat gain: Asalſo, His Ma- 
zeſty, out ot his Princely care tor the good of his SubjeRs, in- 
creaſing of the Money in the Kingdom, and for advancing his 
own Revenue,atifing by the Mint, did allow acertain ſum year- 
ly as a ſtock tor buying in of Bullion from time to time, which 
might have been exchanged cen or twelve times ia the year, as 
was in uſe formerly to be done, yet notwithſtanding thar Stock 
ot Money has not been at all Imployed, by which the Country 
has been extreamly prejudged, and the King defrauded of the 
benefit that would have ariſen thereby, it che Bullion hag been 
imported and exchanged as it ought to have been according to 
His Aajeſties appointment, and the time that ſhould have been 
ſo profitably imployed in Coynin, of Bullion, has been miſpent 
in 
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in Coyning great quantities of Copper-money, ta the oreat pre- 
judice of the Liedges at home, and ro the hurt of Trade and 
Commerce abroad ; and albeit that ſtock of Money wasnort im- 
ployed in manner as was appoiated , yet the Generals and che 
Maſter 61d exact ycarly trom the King, the intereſt thereof, -as 
if it had been imployed, Secundo, His Majeſty, atter the ex- 
ample of His Royal Predeceſiors, having defigned , for the ad- 
vancement of the Union, Trace and Commetrce between the 
ewo Kingdoms, that the Money Coyned in 
both ſhould be of alike we:ghrt and fine- 
neſs; e And tor that effe, inthe year 1662, 
cauſed frame an indeated Silver Standart 
Plate of Sterling fineneſs, and ſecured with 1, A& 54. Par. 4, 
His a/2jeſties Seals, 2 part whereot was ſent Fa 4th, 
kither to be keeped as the Rule whereby to 
make Efſiys of the fineneſs of the Silver, inall time coming, 
Nevertheleſs, it appears, Thita!l the Money of this Kingdom, 
ſince that time, has been defignedly Minted far below the fine- 
neſs of that Stzn ar! Pizte ; Neither has there ever any uſe 
been m2de thereof, ſince it came hicher, and as for the remes 
dies in finene(s, ( only 3:lowed 1a caſes of Caſuality, and no 0- 
therways) the Officers have combined, not only to work upon, 
bur even below them, and by pa&tion to divide the profits a- 
riſing from thence , among themſelves, when indeed they 
were obliged to compt to His Majeſties Theſaury for every ſuch 
Grain of Remedy in fineneſs, wrought upon, under the true 
eſtabliſhed Standard ; By this it is evideat, That the Gene- 
tals who ſhould chiefly have been concerned for the King's in» 
tereſt , has malvyerſed in their Offices, that the King has been 
deſrauded of a conſiderable ſum, which would have thence ac- 
Creſced to himy and that the Maſter and Wardens have concur- 
red to per{ilt in debaſing the finenc% of the Money of this King» 
dom, for their own advantazes: And albeit it be contrair to 

aw, and the Nature of all Miats, that any Silver Money 
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ſhould paſs the King's Irons , without an Eſſay thereof firſt 
taken, thar it may be found of fineneſs deliverable: Yet it 
appears by the Books of Meltings, and Printirgs, and ſeveral 
Depolitions, that a great part of the Coyn of this Kingdom, un« 
der the pretence of $1i]ver, called Chizle, Heads, Sweeps and 
Scrapes, has been melted, and Printed, without the preſence 
or knowledge ofthe Efjiyemaſter, or any Eſlay thereof taken, 
which furnihed opportunity to the Othcers to Coyn at what 
rate they pleaſe! And as His Majeſty , at the time forelaid, 
eſtabliſhed the fineneſs of His Coyn, in manner mentioned 3 fo 
did He 'with no leis conſideration, determine the true weight 
thereof, and for that end cauſed adjuſt four Piles of Weights, 
fitted tor the Denominations uſual in both Kingdoms, two 
whereof were ſent hither , and the other two keeped at the 
Tower of London, all exactly marked for their ſ{ccurity, and 
ordained to be the common Rule for the Silver Weight of both 
Kingdoms : Nevertheleſs it appears, that one of thele Pyles 
beivg the proper Weights of Scotland, the like being reſerved 
in the Tower of Loydor, after it came hither was keeped up by 
the Generals, without giving order to make uis thereof, for 
ſome years, until the Maſter in the year 4685, 2pprehending 
be might be queſtioned for uſing the Dean ot Gilds Weights of 
Edinburgh, when the King's Weights were in the Mint- houſe, 
Did of himiclf, without order, adjutt his own Werghts by ehat 
new Pyle, and cauſed the Work men to work accordingly 3 
But the Generalsnot pleaſed therewith, commanded him to dee 
liver up both theſe new Pyles that cime from London, and the 
old Weights he had re@ificd thereby, to the Wardens to be (et 
alide, and no more uſed, and cauſed make a new Set of Weights 
for his greater gain ; tobe adjulte at t12 Fght of Drwvid Mait- 
land their Deput, according to the Dean of Gilds Weights of 
Edinburgh, which are tar different from the New Pyle of 
Weights ſent hither by His Majefty for the common Rule of 
Weight - Neither did they exhibit the King's Warrand for re- 
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ceiving that Scots Pile of Weights, and making uſe thereof to 
the Maſter, before the year 1682, as appears by the Double of 
the Warrand produced, and Atteſted by the Lord Juſtices 
Clerk, one of the Generals: And thus they uſed, and changed 
the Weights at their pleaſure, contrair to His Majelties Order; 
The common Law, aud the Laws ani Acts 
of Parliament ofthis Kingdom, f By which f AF 114. Par.y, 
It is Statute, That no perſon ſhould uſe diffe- Ja. 5.4% 2, Par, 
rert Weights, and that the wſeys of falſe 19. F446, 
Weights, ſhall loje their whole Goods and 
Gear, and the ſame to be intrometted 
with for the King's uſe3 and as to the Remedies of Weight 
which are allowed or'y as the other Remedies of fineneſs, in 
caſes of caſual Accidents and no vtherwile 3 The Wardens 
have ſo far transgrelled, that they conſtanily Troned the Pieces 
according to the Remedies under the juſt weight, and by this 
means, defignedly rendred the King's Money to be light, as 
they had by the like Arnfice debaſed it in us finenels, whereby 
the King was fruſtrat of the Profits which ſhould accreiceto him 
by the Grains of remedies of Werghts under the juſt proportion, 
for which the Othcers were obliged to count in Exchequer, 
but ſhared the Profits thereof amongſt themſelves, the Mere 
chants were alſo abuſed in delivering their Bullion at the Mint- 
route, Where rhey were forced always to give it by the Dean 
of Gild's Weights of Edinburgh, which are heavier than the 
Scots Troy weight, by two Unces and a half every Stone we1ght, 
whereby they were dilcouraged to import the ſame 35 They have 
al.» been conttantly payed for ther Bullion by tale, whereas 
they or:.ght to: be payed by the Kings Coyn inthe Ballance if 
the Vit were rightly regulated ) which would p- ove the ouly 
{ure Check to ſecure the $lver Co,n trom any abule in its due 
propuritun of weight, which accurdingly ought to have = 
one 


24 ) 
done by theLaw, g before heAS ofParliament g 4&#,249.Par. 
in the year 1669 - As allo the pieces of 15. Fa.ths 6:1, 
Coyn reſerved in the Pixe, ought tohave been 
keeped whole, whereby iome Trial even that way might have 
been had of the juſt weight 3 but it has been a corrupt Cuſtom 
to cut theſe peices, that no means might be left to cognolceup- 
on the Silver, whether it be weighty or light. Tertio, By the 
Laws and Aft of Parliament of this Kingdom, the 
Coyners of black \{oney without warrand,are pu- h 4d 18.Par, 
niſhed with Death h And albeit His Majeſtie, 3d. Ja. 34. 
lince his happy reſtitution, was pleaſed to allow Six 
Thouſand Stone of Copper to be Coyned, at two ſcyeral 1i- 
mited times3 Yet notwithſtanding, it appears by the Depouſt- 
tions of the Wardens, the Accounts and other Evidences ad- 
duced,that there has been T wentic Nite Thouſand and (1x hun. 
dredStone Coyned, whereas there wasonly fix Thouſand Stone al. 
Icwed; Sothat there was twenty three Fhoutand and i1x hun- 
dred Stone of black Money coyned more than was allowed by 
the Warrands, which 1s an infinite Prejudice to the Kingdom : 
And whereas the Generals ſhuuld have ſtopped the further 
coyning of Copper-Money, ſo toon as the quantity allowed by 
His Majeſty tobe coyned at every Journey was exhaulted 
Yet notwithſtanding, the Generals did allow, and ordain the 
Officcrs to go on in the coyning of more Copper- Money after it 
was made known to them by the Maſter, that the quantity of 
Copper allowed by His Majeſty tobe Coyned was exhauſted, 
and they alſo received the half of the Pronts arifing irom the ſu- 
perplus that was coyned more than was allowed by Wlis Majeſty. 
uarto, The Coyn of thi: Kingdom bring lately cryed up, and 
there being a conſiderable quantitie of Bulliva lying in the Ge- 
nerals and Maſters handsz The whole Profit of tic Exaltation 
being Five per cent. which did b-long to the King ; It appears 
that the Generals did acclaime the Bent fi: of the one halt of the 
Exaltation from the Maſters as a perquiſtt cue to them, albeit it 


truly 
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truly 
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truely belongs to the King, and which did amount to a very 
conſiderable Sum. Zninto, Albeit by the Common Law, and 
ſeveral Laws and Acts of Parliament of this Kingdom : lt is 
ſtatute, that if any Judge or Miniſter of the Law, take Buds or 
Bribes, they ſhall loſe their Honour, Fame, and Dignity 3 and 
their moveableGoods to be confiscat,& deprived of their Offices, 
ard puniſhed in their perſons at his Majeſties 
Will ; i Yet notvithſtanding,the Lord Hatton, i Cap. 22. 
one of the Generals did in the year e679 ( be» Statut Rob, x. 
ing then Theſaurer Deput, and one of the Cap. 25..Stat, 
Commiſſioners of His Majeſties Theſaurie VWilbel, 47 104 
and Exchequer ) as appears from what is de- Par. 7. Fa. 5. 
poned by the Maſter, by Writs and other preg» A@ 93: Par.6. 
nant preſumptions, take from the Maſter of the Ja. 6. 
Mint the Sum of ſix hundred pounds Sterling, 
to procure allowance and payment of the bajlance of his moſt 
unjuſt and exorbitant Accompts from the Exchequer preceed- 
ing the year 1694, relating to the Mint and Coyn, ſtating 
the King Debitor to him in Fourtie four Thouland pounds Scots, 
which he as General of His Majeſties Mint, was obliged to 
comptrol, having ſpecial Truſt and a Sallarie trom His Majeſty 
for that effet ; By which Accompts, ir likeways appears, 
that the Lord Hatton as General, received payment of three 
years Sallarie, from the year 1660, to theyear 2664; Albeit 
there was no Money coyned preceeding that time, beſide an 
hundred and fifty Guinies of Gold given to the Duke of Zawder- 
dale, and fifty pounds Ste;ling __— Kirkwood his Servant up- 
on that ſame accompt, as the Maſter has Deponed : And furs 
ther, the General did again moſt groſly exaR his Sallarie for 
the ſame years out of His Majeſties Excile, and ſo did get 
double payment of his Sallarie for the ſame years, albeit in 
realon there was none due , In reſpet there was 
no Coynage or Overſceing the Mint for theſe years. 
Sexto, 


Sexto, Albeit by the Common Law, and ſeveral Laws and 
Ads of Parliament of this Kingdom, it is Statute, That if ary 
Officer be negligent and culpable in the execution of his Office,he 
#5 to be puniſhed in his o_ according to the 
quality of his Crimegat the KingsWill,k, And KCap.13,Statur, 
aloeic cheGenerals by cheirGitts andOffices Rob 2, Cap,qts 
were appointed co C omptroll the other Of- Sratur, Rob 34. 
ficers of the Mint, and had power to hold A@ 77, Parl,14. 
Coutts, and to puniſh Delinquentsz, and Ja, 2, A# 105, 
notwithſtanding they did know that the Parl, 14. Ja, 3d, 
Counter-Warden , who is Check to the 
Warden, did not attend his Office, and that the Under-Of- 
ficers of the Miat were negligent in keeping of Gompr- Books, 
Regiſters of the Coynage, and many other things relating ro 
their Offices, and that they had committed many abuſes and 
done many deeds of Malverſation, yet the Generals of the Mint 
did not hold Courts to puniſh them, but were Sharers with them 
in the benefit ariſing by their Abuſes and Malverſations : And 
the better to palliat the Abuſes that they might not be diſcoves 
red,and that it might not be known what Profit and Advantage 
the Generals and other Officers of the Mint had made all chis 
time paſt, che Generals did take up all the Compt-Books, Re- 
viſters, and other Papers belonging to the Mint from the Un- 
der-Officers, which were all Abſtrated, except two. Leafs re< 
lating to the laſt Copper- Journal, which had been torn out of 
a Book, and were delivered ro the Commiſſioners by the Eoune 
ter-Warden, Septimo, Albeit by the Common Law,and Laws 
of all Nations,the eliciting and extorting of Bonds and Sums of 
Money, eſpecially by a ſuperior Officer from theſe in Office 
under him, is manifeſt and groſs Oppreſſion, and ſeverely Pu- 
niſhable, yer notwichſtanding the Generals of the Mint did vex 
and threaten Fohn Falconer the late Warden, to call him before 
His Majeſties Privy Council, unleſs he would grant a Bond to 
Al, Maitland Counter-Warden tor theSum of = 
Merks 
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Mcrks upon the account of the third of theRemedies that we'e 
alledgedto be due to him fince his entry to his Office, who never 
attended the ſame, which Remedies did truely belong to the 
King ; yet notwithſtanding the Warden was neceſſitat to gran 
Bond tor Eleven Thouſand Merks, and grant a Diſcharge of a 
Thouſand Merks that was due to him of his Fees ; and albeir 
the Bond was taken in Alexander Maitlang's name, yet it ap- 
pears to haye been to the Generals behove, they having cauſed 
uſe Diligence upon the Bond, and put the Warden in Priſon, 
where he was detained while he was neceſſitatto Compone and 
Tranſat the ſame with theGenerals for the Sum ot Seven thou- 
ſand Merks, which was payed, and imployed for their uſe and 
behove, It is not eaſfie to make an exa&t Accompr of the Pro- 
firs ariſing to the Generals, Maſters, and other Officers of the 
Mint from theſe Abuſes, which certainly will amounc to vaſt 
Sums, But to conclude far within bounds, it appears by an 
Accomp given in under David Aaitland's Hands, Depur and 
Truſtee for the Generals, that Twelve thouſand tour hundred 
and fourty three Stone of Copper did paſs the Irons in the laſt 
Journal, the printed value thereof accompred by them amounts 
ro Two hundred ninety four thouſand tour hundred and fitty five 
Pounds $cors, and compting the Stone of Copper at a Merk the 
Pound ( which was more than they truely payed for that Cop- 
per iwcumuls,) amounts toone hundred and twenty eight thou- 
{and Pound, ſo that there remains of tree Profit to the ( fficers 
in the Mint, one hundred fixty fix thouſand tour hundred and 
fitty five Pounds Scors Money, whereof the one half was altoge- 
ther aſſumed by the Generals Remedies, and all for he would 
not allow any Defalcation to the Workmen or Wardens, as ap= 
pears by an Accompt given in, all Written with the Gene: al's 
own Handzand the firſt Journal conſiſting of Seventeen thouſ;n1 
Stone, will by the rule of Proportion afford of treeGain,two kun- 
dred twenty fix thouſand three hundred & ſeventy eight Pounds, 
ſo that the tree Gain of both the Copper- Journals amounts to 

D 2 Thiee 


| Three hundred and ninety two thouſand eight hundred thirty 
'\ three Pounds, whereot there being only due to the Officers 
of the Mint, by His Majeſties Gift, the Profit ariſing from Six 
thouſandStone,which is about the fift part of the free Profit they 
have gotteng So that they are juſtly due to the King of the Pro- 
fit that they have gotten of the (aid Cop'er-Coyn, Three 
hundred and fourteen thouſand Pounds Scots, which in Enz1i/h 
Money, is Twenty fix thouſand one hundred and fizty fix 
Pounds thirteen Shillings four pence z But there being much 
more Coyned out of the ſtone of Copper the firſt journal] , than 
was coyned out of the Stone of Copper the ſecond Journal, as 
is clear by their own Depoſitions, the Profic muſt be yet agreat 
deal more, and the Profit ariſing to the Genexals and Maſters 
of the Mint, from the Bullion weight and firene(s of the Cayn, 
and Exaltation-money can hardly be we!l known; but it appears 
by a Claimegiven in by the Generals tothe maſter, where- 
by they crave the halt of the Benefic of the twelve ' (billing 
for the ounce of Bullion not-pzyed in by the Mc:chants 
in ſpecie, that ſhould have been employed for the buying 
of Bullion , the whole Bullion of the Kingdom payed in 
Twelve Shilling for the Ounce, being an Hundred and fity 
Stone yearly, at Five Pound Ten Shilling Eight Pennies Scers 
upon the Pound, beſide the Kings Twelfth part for the ſaid 
one Hundred and Fitty Stone, will amount yearly to the Sum of 
Thirteen thouſand two hundred and eighty Pourids Scots, which 
from Candlemaſs 1670, conform to the AR of Parliament, by 
which Merchants were allowed to pay in to the Mint Twelve 
Shilling in place of every Ouace of Bullion,being Twelve years 
and a half, amounts to the Sum of an Hundred and Sixty Thou- 
ſand Pounds Scors, and the Profit arifing by the difference of 
the Coyn from the indented Standart-Plate doth thus appear, 
the Scots Coyn being often Two Grains lefs than Eleven Dinnier 
Fine, which being Four Grains leſs than the indented Sandart- 
Plate, (they uſually working upon the Remedies of Finene(s, 
which 
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which with the Remedies of Weights, ) will amount to an 
Hundred Pound Ster/ing yearly, which for the ſpace of Sixteen 
years by-paſt, will amount to the Sum of Nineteen Thouſand 
Two Hundred Pounds, and the Profit ariſing by the Exaltation- 
Money, being Three Shilling Two Pennies upon the Ounce, 
which is Forty Pound Ten Shilling upon the Stone upon two 
hundred Stone that is Coyned yearly, which for an year and a 
half by-paſt, will amount co Twelve thouſand Pound, and the 
Profit of Two hundred Stone lying uncoyned in the Mint the 
time of the Exaltation, by that (ame rule willamount to Eight 
thouſand Pound, and the Profit ariſing trom the King's Stock 
of Twenty thouſand Merks allowed yearly tor buying of Bullion, 
might be Coyned and Exchanged at leaſt ten times in a year, 
being Two thouland two hundred ſeventy three Pound yearly 
for theſe Twenty one years by-paſt, ſince the King's happy 
Reſticurtion, will amount to the Sum of Forty ſeven thouſand 
ſeven hundred ſeventy three Pounds Scozs Money, and the 
double Payment of the Generals Sallaries for the ſpace of three 
years preceeding the year 1664, which was unjuſtly exated, 
is Four thouſand and nine hundred Pounds, and the yearly Inte- 
reſt ariſing by the Bullion payed in to the Generals and Maſter 
of the Mint by the Merchants, and not Coyned in due time, 
(ſeing it appears by the Books, that there was always 200 
Scone of Builion in their hands, and not Coyned) for the ſpace 
of 16 years, ever ſince the year 1666, will amountto the Sum 
ofan hundred and twenty eighth thouſand pounds, which Sums 
inall will amount to the Sum of ſix hundred and ninety nine 
thouſand eight hundred and ſeventy three pounds Scots, which in 
Eneliſh Money is, fitty eight thouſand three hundred twenty 
two pounds fitteen ſhiliings, and which is beſide the profit of 
the Money Coyned without Eflay, which cannot be known, it 
being ott-times worſe than the Standart, which likewiſe will 
amount to agreat Sum All which profits, albeit they belong 
to the King, yet they have been retained by the Generals, _ 
the 
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the Maſter, and imployed for their own privat uſe, and there- 
after there being ſome Information made by the Lord Hatton, 
that he was willing to declareand give an Account of all things 
relating to the Aint, And the Commiſhoners having ſent two 
of their own number to him,toknow it he would yet give a fulljand 
ingenuous declarationof things relating to the Mintz heabſolucly 
retuſed, unleſs Firit, he was allowed to ſee all the Depolitions 
of the ocher Officers and Evidences adduced, which being alto- 
gether contrair toLaw andirorm;zThe Commitſtoners were of the 
Opinion, that it could not be granred, but declared to him,it he 
would give a full and ingenuous Accompt of all things relating to 
the Mint, he ſhould then lee all the other Othcers Depolitions 
and other Evidences adduced betore Report were made to His 
Majeſty, which he retuſed , And as to the Trial of the Finenels 
of the Money coyned in His Majeſties Mint, the Commiſho- 
ners humbly repreſents to His Majeſty, that the practice former- 
ly uſed in the Mint, in order toa Trial of the Fineneſs of the 
Money coyned, was that at every Journal there was a part cut 
out of an whole peice of Coyn reſerved in the Pixe, and the 
peices of ſeveral-Journals being all melted together in one Lig* | 
nat, was to be tried by the Standart 3 By which Trial, His Via- * 
jeſty may be groſly abuſed, and ſuch a Trial is altogether cJu- 
ſory, for the peice of Silyer that made up the Lignat, being « 
taken outof the Coyn of ſeveral Journals 3 The Others of the | 

| 
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Mint might coyn one ſmal Journal of utter fine Silver,which is 
Twentie two Grains above the Standart, and one other great 
Journal of Twentie two Grains below the Standart 3 The ef- 
ſay peice of each Journal being of equal quantitite, and both 
thoſe peices being melted intoone Lignat, it isevident that the 
Lignat will be of equal fineneis with the Standart 3 and there 
- being perhaps ten times as much coyned in the Journal which 
is below the Standart as was coyned in the Journal which was 
above the Standart, there will be nine parts of eleven of the 
Money coyned that will be twentic two Grains below = 
Stand- 
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Standart; So that albeit the Lignat be of equal fineneſs with 
the Standart, yet nine parts of cleven of all the-Money coyne 
ed in this Kingdom may be below the Standart 3 and provably 
by thit manner of 1 rial, the King has formerly bcen 10- 
termed, that the Money ot this Ki. gdom was of exact fincnels 
conform to the Standarr, whereas by this manner ot Trial, there 
is no ſecurity that the Money coy ned 1n this Kingdom is ot equal 
finene(s with the Standart, and this 1s no Trial at all as to the 
weight, which ought to be rectified, and a certain way of Trial 
appointed, t''at the Money coyned be not debalſcd neither in 
Weight por Finenefs : As allo the Commillioners conſidering, 
how uncertain it were for them to make an exact Trial of the 
Silver Pieces reſerved in the Pixe, whereby they might exa- 
mine the Journals coyned tince the laſt Eflay was taken, in re- 
ſpe& of the ſcarcity ot Eilay-Maſters,whom they can trult in ſo 
important 2 matter, have tranſmitted a competent number of 
theſe Peices taken out of the Pixe in preſence of the Commilh- 
oners, two Wardens, and Efiay-Maſter of the Mint, and ſe- 
cured under the Seals of the ſaids two Wardens and Eflays 
Maſter, tothe Effet, Trial may be madeby ſuch as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhal judge fitz As alſo humbly reprelents to His Majeſty, 
that the former methods and practice of the Mint of this King- 
dom, how theſe Peices have been reſerved for Trial in manner 
above-mentioned, hath not been ſo exact, but that the Officers 
of the «Mint may Coyn at their pleaſure, and that the Fault 
cannot be diſcovered by the Pixe : And therefore, the Com- 
miffioners in humble Obedience ro His Majefties Royal Come 
mands, makes Report to His Sacred Majeſty of the Particulars 
above-mentioned, which was ſufhciently verified and inſtru» 
ed tothem in manner foreſaid, And humbly remits the ſame to 
His Majeſties ſerious Contideration, to do therein as His Sa- 
cred Majeſty ſhal think fit. 


Sic . Subſcribitur 
G. Gordon 
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G. Gordon Cancel. G. Mckenzie; ] 
Queensberry, Patrick Ogilvie, 
Athol. I: Hurray, 
Montroſe: W. Drummond, 
Perth. R:; Gordon, 
Southeſque. Ja- Dick, 
T weeddale. R, Baird; 


G. Mackenzie. 


May it pleaſe your Sacred Majeſty, 
H Aving received a Commitfion from your M.jeity tor try- A 
ing all Afﬀairs relating to Tour Mint, in this Your Ma- ti 
jeſties Ancient Kingdom; we did according to our Duty, a 
uſe our exacteſt Endeavours 1n the laid I rial and Inquiry, and 
have returned Tour Majeſty a jult Accompt thereot by two of hi 
our Number, the Lord Juſtice General, and Lord Regiſter, g 
to the end Tour Majeſty may be ſatisfied by thew, both in! d: 
clearing any of the particulars, it the matter ſo require, or in dt 
relation to any further Propoſals Your Majeſty may have tor P; 
regulating 7our Mint for the future, this being an Aﬀair ot fo ar 
great Conſequence , both to your Majeſty and to your Subjets, an 
we hope our Faithfulneſs and Endeavours in this Trial, wil! Þ; 
convince your Majeſty how ready we are upon all Occafions tc 


mannage any Truſt repoſed upon us, as becomes, er: 
| w 

Bar. 7. po 
Aug-7. May it pleaſe Tour Sacred Majeſty, Mi 
1682, Your Majeſties moſt Humble, moſt Faithful and Bu 
moſt Obedient Subje&s and Servants, bu 

Sic ſubſcribitur. ve: 

G, Gordon Cancel, Patrick Ogilvie. | Ef 
Queensberry, I. Murray. 'W 

Athol, W. Drummond. ' the 

T weeddale. R. Baird, pla 
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Inflrudious from the Lords (ommiſioners, for 
Viſitation of His «M ajeſties Mi int of 
Scotland, to the Lord Fuſtice General,and 
Lord Regifter, two of their own Number. 


Edinburgh, 7th of CAuguſt, 1682. 


1. FMprimis, To fignifie how favourable the Commiſſioners 

proceeded in inquiring, into the State of his CMajeſties 
Mint of Scotland from the General thereof, allowing him what 
time he craved togive inthe ſame, and how he offered to them 
a Repreſentation, in place thereof , declining the powers 
contained in their Commiſſion , and what time heſpent before 
he would ſubſcribe itz how he deny<d to-anſwer their Ioterro. 
gators in preſence, and demanded them in Writing, with ſome 
days to confider and anſwer, which wasalſo granted , how he 
deſired: time to adviſe, whether he would Depane upon the 
Points of the Interrogators, which was alſo diſpenſed with 3 
and how after ſomuch time ſpent, he plainly refuled to anſwer 
any queſtion relating to the Copper, or Depone upon any 
Point, in order tothe Silver Coyn. 

Secundo, To ſhew the Reatons whereupon the Commiſhon- 
ers Judges, that the 816 4&# of His Majeſties 24 Parkament, 
whereby it is left in the option of the Merchants, either to im- 
port Bullion, or to pay 18 ſhilling Scots to the Officers ofthe 
Mint, for every ounce thereof, and the Officers to furniſh the 
Bullion by themſelves, to have been the ground of many a- 
bules committed inthe Mint-houſe ſince that time, ſuch as the 
vexatious attendance of the Merchants, to get their Bullion 


| Eſſayed, received and payed, the u juft exactions upon the 


Weights, the not payment thereof by weight in the Ballance, 


| the melting down and recoyning of t'orraign current Silver in 
; Place of Bullion, which ſhould have been Imported from a+ 
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E broad, 


broad, whereby manifold advantages did accrew to the Offi- 
cers of the Mint, which were divided amongft them, but the 
King and Kingdom thereby much prejudged. 

Tertio , To inform what Arts were uſed ſome years after the 
firſt Copper Journal was ended, to abuſe His Majeſties Privy 
Council, to grant a new Copper Coynage, how ſume of the 


Generals and Maſt-r of the Mints Creatures, ſuch as Sir Willians | 
Binming , Provolt Kinloch, and others of the Commiſſioners of | 


the Royal Burrows, were induced to ſupplicat therefore, and 
how the Privy Council yiclded thereto , upon the Truſt they 
repoſed in the General, and not knowing then thar any more 
thai 3000 ſtone of Copper had been formerly Printed, when 
now It appears there was about 17000 ſtone palt the King's Irons 
long before the Petition was preſented, 

Zuarto, To declare how that ſince the Report was finiſhed, 
there was in the Mint-houſe, ſome Silver, caligd Sweeps,which 
are ſmall Corns or Grains, bruſhed cff from the Moulds, and 
Lignots, immediatly after caſting, and ColleRed from a years 
- work or more, this being prepared, was charged in the Pot, 
and put in the Furnace by the Maſters Depur, without the 
knowledge of the Warden, which was the firſt fault; ghe Ware 
den coming to the c#ſting thereof, he, with the Counter- 
warden, took a picce off the Lignots, for making the Eſlay, 
but kept it up for two or three days, and left the Lignotsin 
the Maſters Deputs cuſtody, which was a ſecond fault 3 after 
ſome days, the Wardens brought that piece tothe Eſſay-ma- 
ſter, who immediatly in their preſence, took the Eſſay and re- 
ported it to be ſome ſeven or eight Grains worſe,but not know- 
ing how that ſhould be, for his better ſecurity, weat to take a- 
nother piece, for a new Eſſay, which he did, and found it as 
before, only when he cailed for the Silver, he perceived they 
had proceeded to Miln the Lignots, cut the Silver in 56 ſhil- 
ling; pieces, and julted them, ready for Blenſhing and Priating, 
which was the greateſt. fault of all; 

Dninto, 


«into, To repreſent how neceſlar it is, that His Majeſtie 

cauſe Regulat many abuſes which have been too long praci- 
J- ſed amongſt the Officers of the Mint, that they may be preven- 
Ce | tenforthe future, 


ne | Sic Subſcribitur, 

yy | Geo, Gordon Cancel. Patrick Ogilvie, 
he | Queensberry, I, Murray. 

78 Atholl. W, Drummond, 
of | Tweeddale, R. Gordon. 

1” Geo, Mackenzie, Robert Baird, 
Y 


- A > 'E 5 
F Anen the Report of the F ſſay-pieces, taken out 
h of the Pix of His Myjeities Mint of 


1d Scotland. 

urs | 

”y | T Edinburgh, the eleventh day of Auguſt One thouſand 
a fix hundred fourſcore and two years, Compeared in 

Th preſence of the Lords Commiſsioners, appointed by His 


__ M.jefty for Tryal of His Mint of Scotland, Robert Gordon 
Ys p_ of Gordonſtoun, one of the Commiſsioners thereof, and 


In in ebedience of the Command given by the [aids Commiſsioners 
ter 10 him, William Drummond of Cromlicks , and Sir Robert 
12» Baird #f Saughtounhall, 1hree of the ſaids Commiſcioners, or 
re- any one of them, toge 10 His Majeſtic! Mint-houſe at Edinburgh, 
W- and there to make Tryal of ten tfiay-pirces of Silver , taken 


Y forth of the Pixe thereof before the ſaids Commiſscioners, and 
© 2s that in preſence of Sir John Falconer Maſter of His M aje- 
ies [atd Mint , Alexander Maitland Warden theresf, Archi- 


l- ald Fa'coner Connter-Wardes of the ſame, Maſter Henry Al- 
fe corn Eſſay- Mefter thereof, Alexander Reid His Majefties Gold- 
3 R , 

E 2 [mith, 


30 : 

ſwith in Scotland, avd Mr. John Borthwick, Eſſay- Maſter t9 | 
to the Goldſmiths thereof, And to make Report of the Tryal of | 
the ſam? , to the ſaids Commiſcioners z Having accordingly 
gone 41.4 male T' yal of the ſaids t (ſay pieces 5 in preſence of the 
ſaids perſons, Did givin, and Produced the Report thereof us- | 
der - wyitten, Sub(cribed with the ſaid Robert Gordon b;s own | 
Hand, and als with the Hands of the [aids Sir John Falconer, 
Alexander Maitland, Archibald Falconer, Alexander Reid, and 
Maſter John Borthwick z Which the ſaids Lords Commiltion- 
ers appointed to be Recorded in thrir Books by their Clerk, and 
ordained him to give forth this preſent Af, and Extradt theres 
upon , under his hand and Subſcription , which they declared 
ſhowld be als walid, and make als great Faith, as the Principal 
Report it ſelf, ofthe which Report the Tenor follows, 


AT Edinburgh, the ninth Day of Auguſt One thouſand (ix 
hundred <ighty two years, William Drummond of Crom- 
licks , Sir Robert Baird, and Robert G1rdon of Gordonitoun, be- 
ing comma ded by the Commiition, tor Tryal of the Mint,to 
make ſome E1l>ys of #he Pieces taken out ofthe Pixe, Did, in 
preſence of the Maſter, Wardens, Efſay-maſter of His Majeſties 
Mint . « Mlexander Reid the King's Goldſmith, and Mr. John 
Borthwick the Goldſmiths t flay-maſter, take the Tryals follow- 
ing; Firſt, jn reſpe@thart it is difficult , eſpecially for ſtrang- 
ers tO judge ot the exat degrees of heat in any Furnace, and 
that the divers heats may occaſion great variety, in the Re. 
por'ing the fine(t Silver trom the Cople anc Beam, we did | 
take one pound of Fine-Silver, a pound of the Indented Tryal 
Piece, a pound taken off from a new E=gliſ> Shilling, and a 
pound made of the Commixture of eleven ounces, two Pennies 
of fine Silver, and eighteen Pennies of clean Copper, placed in 
the Furnace in Coples, according to the Order under-writ- 
ten, the pounds of fine Silver, and of the Tryal-plate inmoſt, | 
and the pounds of the Exgliſh Coyn, and the Commixtion out- | 

moſt, 


— — ———— —_ 


moſt, towards the mouth of the Furnace, the pound of fine 
Silver did come out three Grains lighter, the Indented Tryal- 
piece came out eleven Deniers and half a Grain large, the E#- 
gliſhShilling came out eleven Deniers and one Grain large,the 
Commixed Standart came out ten Deniers twenty three Grains 
and aQuarter, atthe next Tryal the fine Silver and Indented 
Plate, being placed as before, the fine Silver did raine, and 
came out three Grain lighter, the Indented-Plate came out ele- 
ven Deniers two Grains and a ſixth part, the Ezgliſh Coyn 
came out of the ſame exaR weight with the piece of the Plate, 
one piece oat of our Pixe,which was Reported the third day of 
March , One thouſand fix hundred ſeventy ſix years, to be<le- 
ven Deniers, cn- Grain,did come out ten Deniers twenty three 
Grains and three Quarters, at the nemt Tryal, the fine Silver 
and pound of the Indented Plate, being placed as before, with 
3 pound made up of two pieces, taken out of the pixe and 
melted down together, with alittle Borax, both the pieces be- 
ing Reported under the Efſay- maſters hand, at ten Deniers and 
twenty two Grains, the fourth Cople being commixed Exgliff 
Standart, the pound fine came out at eleven and twenty one 
ſcarce, the Indented-plate came out eleven Deniers and half a 
Grain, the commixed Engliſh Standart came out at eleven Des. 
niers and three Quarters of a Grain, the melted two pieces of 
the Pixe Reported the fifth of Septewber, one thouſand ſ1x hun-+ 
dred fourſcore one years, to be ten Deniers,twenty two Grains, 
did come out eleven Deniers five Grains and a half, At the 
fourth Tryal, the fineSilver and pound of the Indented-Plate, 
being placed as before, with a pound made up of two pieces, 
taken out of the Pixe, and melted down together, with a little 
Borax, being reported by the Eſſay-maſter in September, one 
thouſand (1x hundred fourſcore one years, to be ten Nenicrs and 
twenty three Grains; the fourth being a commixed Engliſh 
Standart, the fine pound came out twoGrains and an halt worle,, 
the Indented Plate came out eleven Denicrs, one Grain _ 

three 


three quarters, the melted two pieces of the Pixe, formerly in 


September, one thouſand ſix hundred fourſcore one years, Re- | 
ported at ten Deniers twenty three Grains, came out eleven | & 
Deniers four Grains and a quarter, the commixed Erglihh Stan- * 
dart came out <leven Deniers large. At the fifth a commixed b 


Ezgliſh Standart was putin place ofthe fine Silver, which came 
out ten Deniers, twenty three Grains, and three quarters; a 
pound made up of two pieces, taken out of the Pix, and mel- 
ted down together with a little Borax , being Reported by the 
Efay-maſter in September, one thouſand ſix hundred ſeventy 
ſix years, to be ten Deniers and twenty two Grains, came out 
eleven Denters nine Grains; a pound made up of tvo pieces, 
taken out of the Pix, and melted down together with a little 
Borax,being Reported by the Eiſay-maſter in March, one thou. 
fand (ix hundred fourſcore one years 3 and July 26. one thous. 
ſand fix hundred fourſcore two years, to be eleven Deniers fine, 
came out eleven Deniers, eleven Grains and three quarters ; 
and a pound madeup of two pieces, taken out of the Pix, and 
melted dowy together with a little Borax , being Reported by 
the Eſky-maſter, in J»ly, one thouſand 11x hundred ſeventy 
ſx-years, to be eleven Deniers, twoGrains fine, came out ele- 
ven Deniers and ſeven Grains fine. At the flixth heating a 
pound of fite Silver, placed as formerly , comes out eleven 
Deniers, twenty one Grains large, a pound out ofan Exgh/h 
Crown , comes out eleven Deniters, two Grains, a pou:«d ouc 
an: Engliſh Sixponce, comes out eleven Deniers, two Grains 
and an halt , a pound out of a piece, taken out of the Pix, 
Reported by tne Eiiay-maſter, in 4gu/t, one thouſand fix hun- 
dred and ſeventy eight years, tobe cleven Denters, one Grain, 
comes out eleven Denies, ſeven Grainsz The Eſfays all taken 
by ir, Alcorn the Etlay-miſter, Weighted by us at Edinburgh, 
the tenth Lay of 4ugaft,' one thouſand f1x hundred eighty two 
years, 4n preſence of the King's Guldimith and Eſſay-maſter of 
the Goldſmiths, - and. of the:Wardens of the Mintz The Ef- 


ſay- 


t\ 
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ſay-maſter of the Aint, did place as before, a pound of fine 
Silver , one pound taken out of the Exgliſs Shillings, which 
were Tryed yefterday, one pound taken out of the commixture, 
by melting with a little Borax, of two pieces, eleven Deniers, 
two Grains fine , taken out of the Pix, Reported by the Eſſay- 
maſter, in Fuly 15 and 32 days, one thouſand ſix hundred 
ſeventy ſix years, which Lignot was Tryed yeſterday, and a 
pound of the commixture, by melting with a little Borax, of 
two pieces taken our of the Pix, and Reported by the Eſlay- 
maſter, on «March fourth , one thouſand fix hundred eighty 
one years, and July twenty ſixth, one thouſand fix hundred 
fourſcore two years, to be eleven Deniers fine, which Lignor 
was alſo Tryed yeſterday, the fine Silver came out about three 
Grains worſe, having rayned the pound of Enghſh Shilling, came 
out eleven Deniers, two Grains, and a ſixth part; the pound 
ofeleven Deniers two Grains, out of the Pix, came outeleven 
Deniers, ſeven Grains and an halt, the pound of eleven De» 
niers out of the Pix, came eleven Deniers twelve Grains 3 All 
the above-written Tryals, did hold as above-written: In Wit- 
neſs whereof , we the perſons above- written, who were pre- 
ſent, have Subſcribed this Report, day and place forefaid ; Sic 
Subſcribitur , R. Gordon, jo. Falconer. Alex. Mauiland. 
Alexr. Reid. Archd. Falconar. Jo.Borthwick. ExtraFum 
per me, ſic ſubſcribitur, Ja, Johalton, Cls. Com, 


Memorandum and «A diitional Report for the 
Lords Juſtice General and Regiſter, from 
the Commiſſioners of the Mint. 


Ha'ly' wdbouſe t1 Aur ſt 1682, 
Hereas we mentioned in the ole of our laſt Report, 
that the Method uſed here tor Tryal ofthe finensfs of 
the ſevera) Journals, by putting pieccs of every Tourna! in the 
Pix Box, which pieces were to be melted into a Lignot, and 
judg. 


| 40 ) 
Judgment given of the whole Coy nage, according to that Lige 
not, was not only unſecure, but illulory. Now on ſome Try. 
al made, in preſence of a Committee of our Number by- the 
King's Goldſmith and Efſay-maſterof the Viat, Itis found, That 
albeit both the Officers of the Mint did confels, and their Re- 
giſters doexpreſly bear, That ſome Journals have been of ten 
' Deniers and twenty two Grains , others of cleven, and others 
of eleven and two Grains, and the pieces of theſe Journals, which 
were put in the Pix, had the report of the Efſay-maſter wrapt 
about every piece,conform to the Regilters, and their owncon- 
feſſions; Yet the foreſaid Committee » the Goldſmith, and the 
Goldſmiths Eflay-maſter, together with the Maſter of the Mint 
and Wardens, Have Declared, by their Subſcribed Report,that 
the pieces of theſe very Journals, are finer than the Reportin 
which they are wrapt, or which is contained in their Regiſters 
or Confeſſions, ſome by 5, ſome by 6, ſome by g, and ſome by 
to Grains, which muſt neceſſarly evince, that either the Eſſaye 
Maſter is ignorant, or that other pieces than what he Eſſayed, 
may be conveyed into the Pix ; and conſequently that a Tryal 
made thereby, isaltogether unſure, and the rather that by their 
own Regiſters, it appears that no Money came in to the Mint, 
neither in Bullion or Lignot, near to the ſaid Fineneſs, 
Sic ſubſcribitur, 

G, Gordon Cancel. 

Queensberry. 

T weeddale. 

W. Drummond. 

R. Gordon, 

R. Baird, 

Geo. Mackenzie. 

Patrick Ogilvie. 
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gn ar right well-belovedCounſellor,We greet you 
R wall Having heard and fully conſidered the reports("ear- 
ing dates of the 4th and 11th inftafte, ſent to Us from the Com- 
miſſioners lately appointed by Us for the tryal and —_— 
of the ſtate of Our Mint -of that Our ancient Kingdorn, = 
are very well ſatished with the Exa&neſs thereof,and _ thei: 
Care and Diligence in purſuance of Our Commiſſion relating 
thereunto, The MAalverſations ofthe Officers of Our u_ re- 
lated in the ſaid Report appear ſuch 3. And we _m —_ 
Credit to the Ioformation we have received thereby, _ 
we have now thought fit to remove the Lord Hattor, Sir Jobs: 
Falconer, Alexander Maitland, and Archibald Falconer, not a 
ly from their reſpe@ive places and Offices in Our _—_ OR 
alſo from all other publick offices and Imployments,which at 
preſent they enjoy under Us, which 'we hereby require y_ = 
Intimat unto them, and to cauſe theſe preſents be recor op 
Our Books of Privy Council , as alſo you areto take — 
Our Council command Our Advocat to proſecut the forena 8 
Perſons before theCompetent Judges,ceitherCivilly —— y 
a9 accords of the Law ; And ſince we look upen the Regu - 
on of Our Aint, asa matter of the greateſt _——_— = = 
and Our People, you are to call the Commiſſioners a _ p J, 
and to requirethem to meet, and to proceed by vertue - eir 
former Commiſſion to conſider what ſhal be the _— mee 
thods for ordering and ſecuring Our ſaid Mint fort - _ 
and to report the ſame to Us, to the end we may declare = 
Royal Pleaſure therein. In the mean time, it is _— 
Command, that Our Privy Council puta ſtop to all - ynage 
till further Order from Us, ſo we bid you heartily _— 
Given at Our Court at Windſor Caſtle, 25, Aug»i? 1682, an 


of Our Reign the 34 year. By His > o——_— £ 
ribit OITays ' 
ets A ORavo 
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OQavo Novembris, 1682. 
SEDERUNT, 


Haddo Cancellarius, Newtoun Praſes, Nairn, Tarbat Clericus 
Regiſtri, Collingtoun, Caſtlehil, Reidfurd, Pitmedden, Har- 
cars, Saline, Boyne, Drumcairn & Kemney, 


He which-day the Lord Chancellor produced a Letrer from 

His Majeſty, diretto him, which beingread, the Lords 
ordained the fame to be Recorded in the Books of Sederunt ; 
of whichLetrer the Tenor follows; Supraſcribitur, CHARLES R, 
Right eruſty 'and right well beloved Couſin and Counſellor, 
We greet yow well'; Whereas by Our Letter to you, bearing 
dateatWrndſor the twenty ftith day-of Avgult laſt by-paſt,upon 
Our hearing the two Reports ſent unto Us by the Commiſſio- 
ners, lately-appointed by Us, for the Tryal and Examination 
of the Stare of Our Mint of that Our Antient Kingdom, We 
did ſionihe, that We had removed the perſons therein named, 
not only from their reſpe&ive Places and Offices in Our aid 
Minrs but alſo from all other Publick Offices and Imploymenes, 
which they did themenjoy under Us ; 4nd did likewiſe o:der 
you ro:t2ke care, thar Our Council ſhould Command Our Ad- 
yoczt to proſecute them before comperent Judges, e'ther Civil« 
iy-or Criminally, as 2ccords of the Law : it is now Our W1ll 
and- Pleaſure; *and We do frereby Authorize and Require you, co 
tertecare that Our Council commend Our Advocat; co proſecute 
the therein-mentioned' Lord' Haltown, now Earl of Lewderdale, 
Sir-Fobyr Paltoner, Alexander M avtland,and Archibald F altoner, 
civilly-betbrechic Lords of Seflononly,and when We-ſhill have | 
an accqunr of the Reſulr of that civil-Proceſsbefore them, We 
ſhall chereaſter- fienifle-Our- Fleaſure concerning any rarther 
matter-chac may belaid' co their Charge, in luch manner as - 
S 


Us in Our Royal Wiſdom ſhall ſeem fic, And in regatd We 
did not in Our faidLetter to you,of the 25 of Avgu? alt, make 
mention of Fohn Falconer, the late Warden of Our faid Miar, 
notwithſtanding of his Malyerſation ( which clearly appears by 


ithe Report of Our ſaids Commiſſioners ) dur:ng nis long con- 


tinuance in the Place of Warden aforeſaid g Tt is alſo Our expreſs 
Pleaſure, that he be proſecute in the ſame manner and method, 
which We have preſcribed for the Proceſs againſt che perſons al- 
ready mentioned - For doing of all which, theſe Preſents to be 
Recorded both in the Books of Our Privy Council, and of the 
Seſſion ( if needtul ) ſhall be to you and them reſpe&#iwe, and 
to all others who may be therein concerned a ſufhicient Warran: 
And (o We bid you heartily Farewell, Given at Our Court at 
Whitehall, the 2d diy of Ofober, 1682, And of Out Reign 
the thirty tourth year, By His Majeſties Command, Sic ſ#b- 


ſcribitssr, 
MORRAY. 


a ————— —_ _ A 
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Double of the KIN(G's Letter, in favours of 
the Earl of Aberdene aud Collonel/ Grahame, 
1683. 


” os Edinburgh the eighth day of May One thouſand fix hun. 
dred fouricore three years, His Majeſties Letter under» 
written, direRt ro William Marqueſs of Queensberrie, Lo:d 
High T heſaurer for the Kingdom ot Sc9t/and, and John Drums 
mond of [.#ndie Lord Theſaurer- Depur, was preſented and read, 
and oidained to be Booked z Wheteof theTenor follows, Sic ſus 
praſcribitw, CHARLES R, Right Truſty and r:g':t well be- 
loved Couſin and Counſellor, and right Truſty and well be- 
loved Counlellor, We greet you well, We have ſeen and 

F 2 tully 
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fully conſidered the Decreet ( bearing date at Fdinburgh the 20 
day of Mech laſt) obtained at the inſtance of Our Advocar, 
againſt Charles now Earl of Lauderdale, Richard Lord Maitlay 1, 
and the other Officers of Our Mint, of that Our Antient F{nc 
dom, by which they are found juſtly lyable to Us in great :nd 
conſiderable Sums, much above what We are informed they are 
able to pay, and are thereby fully convinced that their Matver- 
ations, and Abuſes of their Truſt have been ſo great, that they 
ought not (for the terror of others ) to paſs without ſevere pu- 
niſhment : Yet out of Cur Royal Goodneſs and Clemency, be- 
ing unwilling to ruine them and their Families, and calling to 
mind the forwardneſs of the (aid Earl of Lauderdale and Lord 
Maitland in Our Service, in ſeveral other Stations, and the ma- 
ny good Services done to Us and our Royal Anceſtors, by their 
Predeceſſors z We have now thought fit tolet you know, that 
ſcing the ſaid Earl of Lauderdale and Lord Maitland, did tully 
ſubmir tro Our Determination, and have fince humbly begged, 
and Petitioned Our Favour; It is there'ore Our Will and 
Pleaſure, that the (aid Charles Earl of Lauderdale and Richard 
Lord Maitland, Diſpone to Our Right Truſty andrighe well 
beloved Coufin and Counſellor, George Earl of Aberdeme Our 
Chancellor, in the moſt ample Form and Manner. that he can 
in Law require, all and whole the Lands of Dauahope, Benvie 
and Balrndrie, and all others whatlomever, lying within ten 
Miles of Dundee, which formerly did belong to the deceaſt Earl 
of Dunate, and have been ſince poſſeſſed by the ſaid Earl of 
Lauderdale, or the Lord Maitlayd; and alio, that they Di- 
ſpone to the ſaid Earl of Aberdene,' all Houſes, Tenements and 
Gardens, lying within the Town of Dundee, or Benyet- Hill, 
belonging rothem, with all the R:ght they have to the Paſlage 
on- the Water of Tay, any manner of way, with the whole 
Profits and Emoluments thereot z as alſo the Right of Patro- 
nage. of the- Parſonage of Dundee, and all Superiorities and 
Feneuties, or other Duties whatſomever, lying without = 
{al 


45 
aid Town, within the bounds aforeſaid, which formerly did be. 
long to the (aid deceaſt Fail of Dundee, and were ſince poſleſt 
by the ſaid Far] of Lawaerdale, or Lord Maitland, Make 
full Right of,and Diſpone to Our right Truſty and well be!oyed 
Collonel John Grahame of Claver- houſe, The Houle of Dudhope, 
with the Garden, Otchard, Park and Planting adjicent there- 
unto - as alſo the Office of Conſtabulary of Dundee, and all 
other Juriſditions, Priviledges and Superiorities (and parti- 
cularly the Rights, Priviledges and Emoluments of the firſt 
Fair; within the ſaid Town ; Together with all other Righes, 
Profits and Emoluments therein poſſeſt by the (aid Eatl of Laws 
derdale, or Lord Maitland, which formerly did belong to the 
ſaid Earl of D«ndeer, that are not there above particularly or- 
dered to be Diſponed to the ſaid Chancellor. Providing al- 
ways that the ſaid Collonel John Grahame pay to Our ſaid 
Chancellor twenty years purchaſe for one years Literent that can 
ariſe unto him by this Diſpoſition, whichat any time hath been 
accompted tor in the Rental-books, as a patt of theſe Lands, 
Diſponed to Our ſaid Chancellor : And it is Our further Will 
and Pleaſure,thar the Rights of the ſaics Lands, Houſes, Juriſe 
diftions and Superiorities, an! others generally and particularly 
2bove-mentioned, as well in favours ot Our ſaid Chancellor, as 
of the ſaid Collonel Grahame, be free of all Burdens and in- 
cumbrances whatſoever, eſpecially the Warrandice ot the Lands 
and Eſtate of Crare, the Lady Maztland her Joynture, and the 
depending Procels at the inftance of the late Earl of Duyxdee's 
Creditors; Or'otherways, T hat the ſaid Earl of Zauderdale or 
Lord Maitland, give ſuch Warrandice as ſhall be ſatistaRory rg 
Our ſaidChancel!or,and the ſaid Collonel Grahame, tor their re- 
ſpedive Securities in the Prem:ſſe:: Upon the pertormance of 
all which above-mentioned, We do hereby declace, That We 
will give a full and generill lademnity, Remifſion and Diſcharge 
to the (aid Earl of Law4erdale and Lord Maitland, in 2s ample 


Form aad Manger, as in Law they can requice, tor any caute or 
Ottence, 


__ 


4.6 
i offence, Civil or Criminal, in any publick Station preceeding 
Þ thedate hereof: Declaring likeways hereby ourexpreſs Will 
and Pleaſure, Thatſeing We have now ſhowa {o much F:your 
and Clemency to the ſaid Earl of Zanderdelieand Lord Maitland, 
they be firſt obliged tro Diſcharge and Renunce all ſuch Claim 
and Relief, that they as Genera's of our Mint, have, or could 
pretend againſt Sir Fohn Falconer, late Miſter, Mr, Fames Fal- 
coner, Son and Heir to the ſaid Deceaſt Fohn Faicorer late War- 
den, and the reſt of the late officers thereot. And for further 
Secutity, We do hereby Afſign and Diſpone to our 1aid Chan: 
cellor, and the ſaid Collonel Fohw Grahame, all Our Right, 
Title and Intereſt, in and to the ſaid Decreet againſt the late 
Generals of the Mint, with tull Power co purſue tor, and recover 
the Sums contained therein, uatiil Our ſaid Chanceilor, and 
the ſaid Collonel Grahame hill be fully ſatisfied and payed of | 
the ſum of 20000 11b, ſterling, in manner atter ſpecified, viz, | 
Fiſt 50090 /ib, to Our ſaid Chancellor, and 2000 /16. to the 
ſaid Collonel Grahame, and thereafter 11000 //6. to our (aid 
Chancellor, and 2000 /1b, to the ſaid Collonel Grahame; De- 
claring nzvertheleis, That upon the Earl of Lauderdale and 
Lord Martlard, their granting of the above-mentioned iſpolt- 
tions, this Right to the above-mentioned Decreet, granted by 
Us to our ſaid Chancellor, and the (aid Collonel Grahame, 
ſhall be voidand null. So We bid you heartily farewell, Given 
at Our Court at ind/or-Caſtle. 1, May 1E83, 2nd of Our Reign 
che 35th Year, By His Majeſties Command, Sic ſub/cribitar, 
MIDDLETON, 
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